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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: July 16, 2004
Meeting Time: 10:00 A.M.
Meeting Place: State House, 200 W. Washington

St., Room 233
Meeting City: Indianapolis, Indiana
Meeting Number: 1

Members Present: Sen. Robert Jackman, Chairperson; Sen. Brandt Hershman;
Sen. Johnny Nugent; Sen. Allie Craycraft; Sen. James Lewis;
Sen. Larry Lutz; Rep. Robert Bischoff, Vice-Chairperson; Rep.
Markt Lytle; Rep. Ronald Liggett; Rep. Robert Cherry; Rep. Don
Lehe; Rep. Marlin Stutzman.

Members Absent: None.

I. Call to order

Senator Robert Jackman, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.  The
Chair then asked the members to introduce themselves and reviewed the agenda.  All
members were present.
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II. Informational presentation by BioCrossroads

BioCrossroad's Ron Meeusen gave a presentation about the goals of BioCrossroads
(formerly known as the Indiana Life Science Initiative) (Exhibit A).  The committee
members discussed the funding sources and budget for the BioCrossroads project with Mr.
Meeusen.  Mr. Meeusen explained that all of BioCrossroads was funded by private
donations, including in-kind donations as well as the "loan" of certain technical personnel. 
Aside from in-kind donations and the loan of personnel, BioCrossroads has a $28,000
budget.

III. Presentation by the Farm Bureau concerning the creation of an Indiana
Department of Agriculture

Bob Kraft, State Government Director for Farm Bureau, explained why the Farm
Bureau supported the creation of an Indiana Department of Agriculture. (Exhibit B). 

The Committee expressed the following concerns with Mr. Kraft over Farm
Bureau's recommendations:

- Agricultural programs that were now independent entities might lose their
importance if they were merged into one larger agency.
- A new agency would create more government.
- A new agency would entail more expense.
- An additional agency might overburden the Governor.
- Removing certain agricultural responsibilities from the Lieutenant
Governor would leave her with too few duties.

The Committee asked the Farm Bureau to provide the following information to help
the Committee consider the recommendation for the creation of a Department of
Agriculture:

- A fiscal impact study for the first year of the Department of Agriculture's
existence as well as the forecast fiscal impact of the department ten years
later.
- A more detailed plan describing the organization and staffing of the
Department of Agriculture.
- More detail concerning efficiency gains from the creation of a Department
of Agriculture.
- Information concerning how other states organize their Departments of
Agriculture.

IV. Pet auctions

The Chair recognized Wendy Hoffspiegel to offer testimony on pet auctions.

Ms. Hoffspiegel distributed a packet to the members with recent articles and other
information concerning pet auctions (Exhibit C). Ms. Hoffspiegel believes that these
auctions should either be eliminated or regulated by the state in some way. 
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Betty Fendel, of the Dubois County Humane Society, testified about the conditions
she witnessed at a recent dog auction in Odon, Indiana.  Ms. Fendel provided the
Committee with photographs of the conditions under which dogs were kept during the
auction, and expressed her concern about the treatment the animals received (Exhibit D).
Ms. Fendel was also concerned that certain bidders were buying dogs for use in dog fighting
contests. Linda Bir-Conn, of the New Castle Humane Society, also attended the auction in
Odon, and shared many of the same concerns that Ms. Fendel expressed. 

Jennifer Londergan, an activist with the organization Pets Alive, presented more
photographs of the Odon auction to the Committee, as well as veterinary records  (Exhibit
E). Ms. Londergan purchased dogs at the Odon auction, which she transported to
Bloomington and took to a veterinarian for examination.  According to the veterinarian, all
of the animals had health problems, and the sellers had also misrepresented the age and
breed of certain animals. 

Mary Lee Pappas read a summary of the written testimony of Andrea Taborn and
Cynthia Ramsey, (Exhibits F and G), describing an animal auction held in Montgomery,
Indiana (Exhibits F and G).

Staff distributed to the Committee a memo on dog auctions written by
Representative Vaneta Becker (Exhibit H).

The Committee discussed the following topics:

- Prices of these dogs and other animals at auction as compared with pet store prices.
- Types of buyers at these auctions.
- Laws from other states regarding animal auctions.
- Advertising for pet auctions.
- Federal regulation concerning animal auctions.
- Number of attendees at these auctions
- Kennel organizations and interest group reactions to these auctions
- State Board of Animal Health's reaction to these auctions

The Chair then asked Gary Haynes, Director of Legal Affairs for the State Board of
Animal Health, to explain the licensing required to sell animals.  Mr. Haynes stated that a
license was only required for livestock auctions, and for some pet stores which sell exotic
animals.

V. Organization of the remaining meetings

Senator Jackman stated that the Committee would meet at least twice more.  The
next meeting will address equine issues.  The next meeting is scheduled for August 23,
2004, at 10:00 a.m.  Senator Jackman adjourned the meeting at 12:24 PM.
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